
Volume 59 September 14, 2021 No. 44 

Kyle McNorton called the meeting to 
order at 6:45 AM with 21 members 
attending.  Larry Zirkle gave the 
invocation. Then we recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  
 
BIRTHDAYS:  Eric Showalter, 
September 18. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
David Jackson provided breakfast 
burritos this morning with proceeds 
exceeding supply costs donated to club. 
 
Optimist board meeting: 5:45 pm, 
September 14. 
 
Football league: 2nd weekend for games, 
four locations with one at Jeff West. In 
addition to concessions provided by 
Seaman Athletic Booster club, Kona Ice 
is there as it did during baseball season. 
 
Dave Stotts Tree Challenge: 4-H club 
volunteers planting 35 trees on 
September 18 around the Sports 
Complex. Planting begins at 7:00 am. 
Volunteers also needed to mark tree 
locations at 6:00 pm, September 16. 
 
Holiday Craft Fair, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm, 
Saturday, November 6, Sunrise Optimist 
Event Center 
http://www.sunriseoptimist.org/CraftFai
r.htm  
 
September 27 Club 
Potluck dinner: mark your 
calendars! 
 
Check out the web site for 
our Event Center at 
https://sunriseoptimisteven
tcenter.com  

 
Program: Michael Austin, Republican 
candidate for Kansas State Treasurer 
 
Formerly, he worked for many years at 
the Kansas Department of Revenue. He 
also worked at the Kansas Policy 
Institute. One of his work tasks was 
analysis of the 2017 federal tax cuts and 
returning tax dollars to Kansas tax 
payers. 
 
He is a graduate of Topeka High School. 
He participated in debate and speech 
and returned to Topeka High and 
teaching debate after graduating from 
Washburn University with a degree in 
economics and business. He teaches 
economics at Washburn University. 
 
His parents held three principles: faith 
in the Lord, devotion to family and 
freedom. 
 
His state campaign has three pillars: 
access to education (529 savings 
accounts), financial literacy in schools 
and empower Kansans 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
September 21: Sunrise Optimist Board 
Report, September 14 meeting 
 
President’s Quote: “The difference 

between the possible and 
the impossible lies in the 
man’s determination.” 

- Tommy Lasorda 

 

Celebrating over 50 years of service to Youth & North Topeka! 
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GREETINGS FROM YOUR
GOVERNOR

I  would l ike to say thank you to al l  the c lubs and
members,  Lt  Governors and Distr ict  Team for al l  you
have done this past year.  I  know we have had some ups
and downs but you are real ly appreciated. Governor
McVey would be proud of  the Opt imism you have
shown. 

Membership has dropped but we are start ing to add a
few new members as we come to the end of  the year.
Attendance at  conferences and the convent ion has
maintained but i t  is  a lways our mission to get more
members involved so we can bui ld our leadership as
move into the future.  Please take the t ime to th ink
about why you are an Opt imist .  Reconnect wi th your
fel low members,  your community,  look for new things to
do and spread opt imism throughout.

Let ’s ral ly and f in ish up this year strong and carry our
momentum into Governor Designate Jeff  Bachman’s
year on into Governor Elect  Doug Jardine’s year.

Have fun, be strong and be happy as you go forward
and spread the Opt imist  v is ion.

Choose Opt imism, be Happy and Ral ly your members
Rod Obermeier
Governor 2020-2021
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I'M AN OPTIMIST. 

THERE'S NO REASON TO BE
ANYTHING ELSE!

https://www.ksoptimist.org/district-meetings
https://www.ksoptimist.org/district-meetings
https://www.ksoptimist.org/district-meetings


Governor Jeffrey Bachman 
Immediate Past Governor  Rodney Obermeier
Governor-Elect  Douglas J Jardine
Treasurer  Rodney Obermeier
Secretary  Mary Gri f f in

CCDHH Chair  Ben Cardon
Community Activit ies  JayLynn Anders
Health and Wellness & Chldhood Cancer  Mar lene Natol i ,   Phi l  Gr i f f in,   Deb Newton
Dist.Conf. /Conv. & Protocol  Suzi  Obermeier
District Foundation Rep.  Dale Fox
Essay Contest Chair Lisa Brummett
Finance Committee: Chair  Char les Gal l igher (3yr)
Chaplain  Ferr i l l  Mi l ler
Social  Media Marketing/Newsletter  Kjrsten  Abel  Ruch
International Convention Ambassador  Rodney Obermeier
Jr.  Golf  (OIJGC)  Ki t  Kel ley
Leadership Development  Dale Fox
Membership  Kr is Kirkes
Oratorical Contest  Diana Carl in-Pierron 
Hospital i ty Chair Debbie Dol l
PGI/PDI Chair  Megan Mart in
Webmaster/Maintenance  Ruth Nelson 
Lt.  Governor -  Zone 1  Kr is Kirkes
Lt.  Governor -  Zone 2  Ed Zel ler
Lt.  Governor -  Zone 3   Ronn Peters
Lt.  Governor -  Zone 4   J im Morr is
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WELCOME OUR
DISTRICT 

 LEADERSHIP 
TEAM FOR 2021-2022

Governor~ Jeffrey Bachman

At the 2020-2021 Kansas Distr ict
Convent ion,  past distr ict  governors

had a chance catch up.
Addi t ional ly,  they talked with Don

Sheri f f  by zoom. Ernie Dyer
(pictured r ight)  received the

Christ ian D Larson award. Ruth
Nelson (pictured lef t  wi th Governor

Rod Obermier)  received the
agi tator award.

P a s t  G o v e r n o r s  R e c o g n i t i o n



Kansas Distr ict  -  Opt imist  Internat ional
First  Quarter Conference

Oct.  15 & 16, 2021
Mulvane, KS 

Meet ing Place:  
Pix Community Center

101 E Main St
Mulvane KS 67110

Join Us -First Quarter District Meeting

 
Kansas Star Casino

777 Kansas Star Dr ive
Mulvane, KS 67110

316-524-3777
Rate:  $129 + taxes 

 
* *  *  IMPORTANT NOTICE! *  *  *

To receive this Special  Opt imist  Rate ment ion Kansas Distr ict  Opt imist
Reservat ions must be made by October 1,  2021

 

Registrat ion is due by Oct 10th 
 
 

Hotel  Registrat ion is due by Oct 1  
You can cal l  the hotel  

or  
use the l ink posted at  ksopt imist .org.  

Kansas  Optimist  E -News  |  page   03



Kansas  Optimist  E -News  |  page  04

I  would l ike to share with you a report  on distr ict  membership that was presented at  our
Kansas Distr ict  Convent ion in Wichi ta on August 13, 14, and 15. The report  shows that
Distr ict  wide, we have gained 15 new members  dur ing the year,  and lost  63 members.

Thus, our net is -48 .  However,  there are some f l ickers of  hope in the data.
 

1.  Zone 1 has 2 c lubs that are current ly on the + s ide for membership – Gardner  (+2),
and Kansas City-Maple Hil l  (+1).

 
2.  Zone 2 has Franklin County  that  is +1;

 
3.  Zone 3 has 4 c lubs that are in the plus column – Hays  (+1),  Junction City  (+3),

Manhattan  (+2),  and Salina  (+4).
 

4.  Zone 4 has Pratt  that  is +1.
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE CLUBS, AND WELCOME TO THE NEW MEMBERS!!!!
 

There is also 13 clubs that are that are current ly 0 – no new members,  no lost
members.  Thus, we have 21 clubs in the Kansas District that are 0 or + in

membership for  2020/2021.
 

Now is a great t ime for us to begin looking at  new members.  We have 6 weeks lef t  in
our Opt imist  year.  I f  we begin now, we wi l l  get  some new members and bui ld a

momentum for the upcoming year.  This is also a great t ime as people are looking for
something to do, outdoor act iv i t ies have grown by large numbers,  more people have

taken up the game of gol f ,  etc.  Plan an outdoor act iv i ty,  invi te f r iends, neighbors,  co-
workers,  etc.  to at tend and talk about your youth projects.

 
Opt imist  Internat ional  has also made i t  easier for  c lubs as they have waived the $15

administrat ive fee for new members through September 30. Our youth st i l l  have needs
and they st i l l  are fu l l  of  energy.  Look around your community,  where do you see things

happening that are posi t ively impact ing youth? Many t imes, the parents of  a youth
involved in one of  our act iv i t ies becomes interested in being a member of  your c lub.

 
This summer,  the Frankl in County Opt imist  Club  partnered with Great Li fe  to sponsor a

Jr.  Gol f  program. 44 young gol fers s igned up – 12 adul ts volunteered-
 

75 parents and sibl ings at tended the f inal  tournament and awards luncheon.  3 NEW
OPTIMIST MEMBERS were brought into our c lub. Let ’s be alert ,  part icular ly these last  6
weeks of  recrui t ing new members and bui ld ing momentum into the beginning of  our new
Optimist  year.  FELLOW OPTIMISTS, WE CAN DO THIS-“RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW!!”

 
(Please share this wi th your c lub.)  

Thank you. Dale E. Fox- Kansas Distr ict  Membership Chair

DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP
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I  would l ike to share some GREAT news from our Kansas 
Distr ict  Opt imist  Convent ion that was held in Wichi ta on 
August 13, 14, and 15. Our guest for  the weekend was 
Jan Ord Graves (pictured r ight) ,  the president of  our Opt imist  
Internat ional  Foundat ion.  The Foundat ion Report :  
(as of  7/31/2021) shows we have 166 Dime-A-Day members – 
th is  ranks us 2nd of al l  of the Districts in Optimist 
International.  Colorado/Wyoming is 1st  at  173.

You can assist  our distr ict  team to achieve some goals for  our
GREAT DISTRICT. As you can see that we are close  to having 
the most Dime-A-Day members in al l  of  O.I .  My guess is that  we would need another 35
to 40 members over the next 6 weeks to achieve #1 for the year .

Please encourage your members to consider th is for  our distr ict .  
I t  is  $50.00

make the check out to Opt imist  Internat ional  Foundat ion 
and 

wri te Dime-A-Day in the memo sect ion. 
 

You can copy the form from the O.I .  Websi te,  and send i t  in,
 or

 you can mai l  i t  to me at :
Dale E. Fox

1734 S. Maple St.
Ottawa, Ks. 66067, 

 
and I  wi l l  f i l l  out  the form and send i t  in.

KANSAS OPTIMIST
FOUNDATION CHALLENGE

SAVE THE DATE
2022 OPTIMIST

INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION

June 30 -  July 3rd 2022 
Reno,  Nevada

 



 Three of  our Kansas Distr ict  c lubs have achieved the marker of  50% membership being
Dime-A-Day members of  our Foundat ion.  

They are:
DERBY OPTIMIST – Lance Kellenbarger (CFR)

OLATHE NOON – Kris Kirkes (CFR)
WICHITA NORTH – Chuck Mansfield (CFR)

 
We have several  c lubs that are real ly c lose to the 50% mark .  Junction City  and
Shawnee Mission-Valley View  need 1 more member to become Clubs of  Dist inct ion.
Other c lubs needing  less that  10 are: Franklin County  (6) ,  and Merriam  (3) .  I  would be
exci ted to recognize 3 or 4 more clubs at  our fa l l  conference in Mulvane.

Another goal  for  our Dime-A-Day program is to have at  least  50% of our c lubs have a
Dime-A-Day member.  Current ly,  15 of  our 39 clubs, (38%), have had at  least  1 member
of the c lub contr ibute to the Dime-A-Day program. To reach our goal ,  we wi l l  need  5
more clubs to have at least 1 member join.

While the Dime-A-Day program is for  members,  we
also have a c lub level  of  g iv ing to The Foundat ion. 
There is a $365 patch for your banner i f  you would 
l ike to contr ibute a dol lar  a day. We only have 3 
clubs  that  have given any non-restr icted funds to 
The Foundat ion.  Those clubs are Lawrence 
Breakfast,  Topeka ,  and  Shawnee Mission – 
Valley View.  I  ask you to please take this matter 
up with your c lub.  Certainly,  i f  the $365 f i ts for  
your c lub,  that  would be great.  However,  ANY 
amount that you contribute would be GREAT - 
$10, $50, or $75.  At  the convent ion we picked up 
checks from Derby Optimist,  Olathe Noon Optimist ,  and Merriam Optimist.  Thus, we
now have 6 clubs out of  39 that have made a contr ibut ion.

Please consider th is opt ion – I  have no speci f ic  request for  your contr ibut ion – make i t
as large or as smal l  as you would l ike.  I  do bel ieve that we should have 50% of our
clubs also supporting The Foundation.

WE CAN DO THIS!! ! ! !  WE HAVE 6 WEEKS AND WE HAVE OUTSTANDING MEMBERS
AND CLUBS ALL OVER OUR GREAT STATE. 

 
LET’S FINISH THIS OPTIMIST YEAR STRONG, AND DEMONSTRATE TO ALL

OPTIMISTS WHAT KANSAS OPTIMISTS CAN ACCOMPLISH

Kansas  Optimist  E -News  |  page  06

THREE KANSAS CLUBS RECOGNIZED

AS CLUBS OF DISTINCTION



Pre-registrat ion ends Sept.  3 for  the 15th annual  Sgt.  Jerry Mi l ls  Jr .  Fishing Derby, held
from 9 a.m. to noon Sept.  11 at  Veterans Memorial  Lake.
Those pre-register by Sept.  3 at  the Ark Ci ty Rec Center of f ice,  located at  225 E. Fi f th
Ave.,  are guaranteed a T-shir t .  

The $5 fee also includes lunch, f ishing gear and drawings for pr izes.

The event is for  k ids aged 5 to 15 years old.  (Ages 5 to 8 must be accompanied by a
parent.)  The f irst 30 kids who pre-register wil l  receive a free f ishing pole and reel,
courtesy of the Optimists of Arkansas City .

Free face cover ings wi l l  be avai lable and social  d istancing wi l l  be pract iced at  the
event.

The Opt imists ask that i f  you have received a f ree pole in a previous year,  p lease br ing
i t  wi th you so those most in need may benef i t  f rom this of fer .  Extra poles wi l l  be
avai lable for  use as needed.

Tackle and l ive bai t  wi l l  be provided by Mike’s Bai t  & Tackle.  This year,  f ishing teams
are being sponsored by Cowley Col lege, the Ear ly Bird Lions Club, the Gif t  for  Gunner
Foundat ion,  the Opt imist  Club, SCK Health -  Medical  Center and Zel ler  Ford.

Indiv idual  t rophy wi l l  be awarded for
the biggest f ish caught.  Team pr izes
for most f ish caught.  Drawing for 
var ious door pr izes donated by 
local  companies.  Lunch wi l l  include 
hot dogs donated by Bob Mathews
and cooked by the Opt imists,  as 
wel l  as chips,  condiments,  cookies,  
dr inks and ice cream treats.

For more informat ion about th is event,  
p lease cal l  the Rec Center of f ice at  
(620) 441-4300. Registrat ion,  pr ize 
awards and lunch al l  wi l l  be northwest 
of  the Veterans Lake picnic shel ter ,  
located at  803 W. Taylor Ave. ( just  west of  South Sixth Street) .  Parking also wi l l  be
northwest of  the pavi l ion.  Please do not park in the Lake View Estates parking lots to
the south!
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SGT. Jerry Mills Jr. Fishing Derby

Sat, Sep 11, Arkansas City 



The Chi ldhood Health & Wel lness Commit tee would l ike to thank clubs and
indiv iduals for  the generous donat ions to Chi ldhood Cancer Campaign Fund
throughout the year.  As of  June 30, 2021, the Chi ldhood Cancer Campaign
Fund had a balance of  $9,771.77. The commit tee knows that the distr ict  wi l l
f in ish the Opt imist  year strong with a number of  donat ions that wi l l  be made
prior to the end of  the Opt imist  year on September 30th.

At the recent Annual  Opt imist  
Convent ion held in Wichi ta,  the 
Distr ict  held the Annual  Ruth Nelson 
Chi ldhood Cancer Walk and the total
of  the funds raised at  the Fr iday 
night event was $920. Addi t ional  
donat ions were accepted at  the 
Convent ion f rom clubs that wi l l  be 
ref lected on the next Quarter ly 
Financial  Statement ending on 
September 30, 2021.

On August 9th,  the Kansas Distr ict  
Opt imist  held i ts 13th Annual 
Chi ldhood Cancer Golf  Tournament 
at  Prair ie Highlands Golf  Course in Olathe. This 
year there was a fu l l  f ie ld of  gol fers,  who enjoy 
support ing th is fundrais ing event.  The tournament 
th is year was one of  the most successful  and 
raised $18,333.66 for Chi ldhood Cancer.  Thank 
you to al l  the c lubs and indiv iduals,  who donated
i tems for the s i lent  auct ion or part ic ipated in the
event.

Any contr ibut ions f rom clubs and indiv iduals can 
be directed to the Distr ict  Treasurer,  Debbie 
Newton at  www.dnewton@enterpr isebank.com or 
to your c lub’s OI Foundat ion Representat ive by 
later than September 30th for  th is Opt imist  year.
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CHILDHOOD HEALTH & 

WELLNESS COMMITTEE

The signs along the route inform the walkers about Childhood
Cancer.
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