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The Tuesday morning meeting of the 
Sunrise Optimist Club was at the 
Sunrise Optimist Event Center. 
President Kyle McNorton called the 
meeting to order at 6:45 AM with 24 
club members and guests attending.  
Don Pekrul gave the invocation. Then 
we recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
BIRTHDAYS: No birthdays this week. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Jerry Glasgow reported that CRWD #4 
is putting in a raw water line along the 
north bank of Soldier Creek from 
Menoken Road to Button Road. It will 
connect all three wells: Kiro, Menoken 
& Button. 
 
New fire station will have 3 full time per 
shifts. A ladder truck likely will be 
needed for taller homes and businesses. 
New location on North Topeka Blvd is 
10 acres. 
 
Dave Jackson announced that the 
Meier’s ground north & south between 
US 24 & Lower Silver Lake Road is 
planned for 3 warehouses and other 
purposes. The former Community Bank 
near Dillon’s will be torn down and 
replaced with the 7 Brew Coffee House. 
 
Youth volleyball in its second year 
started last weekend with 100 players. 
Golf completed week 2 of 5. Football 
Coach clinic will be live 
rather than on-line. USA 
Football/KC Chiefs and 
Mahomes Foundation 
involved. April Easter Egg 
hunt will start at 1:17 pm. 

Baseball concession stand will need 
volunteers this summer. 
 
Third quarter Optimist District meeting 
is April 22 in Emporia. Quarterly 
District newsletter and reservation form 
for the meeting is attached. The 
oratorical contest offers $5,000 in 
scholarships. 
 
Club officer election is in April. 
Positions open are:  President, Vice-
president & three(3) members of the 
Board of Directors. 
 
July 28, Optimist Club Golf Tourney 
 
Future of Sports Complex: High dollar 
baseball and softball improvements 
factor into decision to sell the entire 
Complex to the Seaman school district 
or only a portion. Decision soon as USD 
345 is planning improvements on its 
property with potential of building high 
school baseball & softball diamonds on 
its property. 
 
Program: Tim Nussbaum, Seaman High 
School soccer coach 
 
Varsity team is 4-0. Four players talked 
about the high expectations for this 
season.  
 
Upcoming Events: 
April 11: Trent Oliva, Seaman baseball 

coach and team captains 
April 18: Students of the 
Month 
 
President Quote: 
“If you’re coasting, you’re 
either losing momentum 
or headed downhill.” 

- Joan Welsh 

 

Celebrating over 60 years of service to Youth & North Topeka! 
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Newsletter of the Sunrise Optimist Club 

Meetings: Every 
Tuesday 6:45 AM 

720 NW 50th St, Topeka 



 Governor
 Douglas J  Jardine
  jardine@ksu.edu
Immediate Past  Governor
 Jeffrey Bachman
  jef fhammerbachman@gmail .com
Governor-Elect
 Judy Morr is
  judykmorr is@yahoo.com
Treasurer  
 Rodney Obermeier ,  Treasurer
 obermeierrd@cox.net
Secretary
 Ferrel l  Mi l ler
  fmi l ler3@cox.net
 Lt .  Governors:  
  Deb Newton,  Zone 1
  dnewton@enterpr isebank.com
  Randy Bai les ,  Zone 2
  RandyB16@cox.net
  Ronn Peters ,  Zone 3
  j ronnpeters617@cox.net
  Charl ie  Lord,  Zone 4
  charl ie lord1954@gmail .com
 Distr ict  Team
  Diana Carl in-Pierron,  Orator ical
   d ianabcarl in@gmail .com
  Lisa Brummett ,  Essay
   thebrummett5@gmail .com
  Kit  Kel ley,  Jr .  Golf
   kkel ley1099@sbcglobal .net
  Ben Cardon,  CCDHH
   bcardon@kssdb.org
 JayLynn Anders,  Community  Act iv i t ies
   jaylynnanders@hotmai l .com
  Kr is  Kirkes,  Leadership Development,
   kr is .k i rkes@simmonsbank.com
  Jim Morr is ,  Foundation Rep,    
    j immorr is2007@yahoo.com
 Marlene Natol i ,  marntol i@att .net ,  Health & 
Wellness + Chi ldhood Cancer
  Er ica Derr ington,  Webmaster ,  
   ederr ingtonwdsc@olatheschools .org
  Ruth Nelson,  Web Assist .
    rnelson1021@sbcglobal .net
  Dale Fox,  Membership
  ddfox1701@yahoo.com
  Kjrsten Abel  Ruch,  Social  Media
  Market ing/Newsletter
  k j rstena@hotmai l .com
  Debbie Dol l ,  Hospitabi l i ty  Chair ,  
   deb.dol l19420@gmail .com
 Suzi  Obermeier ,  Dist  Conf/Conv & Protocol
  suziobermeier@gmail .com

Register Onl ine 
Informat ion wi l l  be posted at  

ht tps: / /www.ksopt imist .org/distr ict-meet ings

Kansas Distr ict  -  Optimist  Internat ional  
3rd Qtr .  Distr ict  Conference Apri l  21 -22,  2023 

Emporia ,  Kansas 
 

 I t  i s  t i m e  t o  h o l d  t h e  O r a t o r i c a l  c o n t e s t ,  
e l e c t  n e w  L t  G o v e r n o r s  a n d  s t a r t  o u r  s e a r c h  

f o r  a  G o v e r n o r  E l e c t  f o r  ( 2 4 - 2 5 )
 
 

Meeting Place:  American Legion Post  #5 
2921 W 12th Ave Emporia .  Kansas 66801

 
 

Event  Hotel :  Best  Western 2836 W 18th Ave 
Emporia ,  Kansas 66801 620-342-9700

 
To receive this  Special  Optimist  Rate mention Kansas Distr ict  

Optimist ,  Group #1048 reservat ions must  be made by:  4 / 1 4 / 2 0 2 3
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Join Us For The

Quarterly District Meeting
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A joint  distr ict  meeting of  the West  Missouri  (WEMO) and Kansas Optimist  Distr icts  was
held at  the Hol iday Inn-Overland Park on February 24th and 25th.  Over  80 members f rom
the two distr icts  were in  attendance.  The act iv i t ies  began with a  Fr iday evening VIP dinner
featur ing special  guest  Jul ie  Robison,  OI  Middle America Region Vice-President  held at
Zarda’a Barbecue Restaurant .  

                                            

 

On Saturday morning,  the meeting began with the post ing of  colors  by Trai l  L i fe  Troop
1613.  The morning proceeded with the distr icts  meeting separately  to conduct  business.
The morning ended with part ic ipants  choosing between two concurrent  workshops,
“Catch a Ris ing Star”  or  “  What  Personal i ty  Type are You?” WEMO distr ict  foundation
awards were presented during lunch.  The afternoon sessions began with a  session on
“Membership Retent ion Strategies,”  fol lowed by a  presentat ion f rom VP Jul ie  t i t led,
“Bel ieve,  Inspire,  and Impact .”  

WEMO Governor  Keith Fatt ig and Kansas Governor  Doug 
Jardine led an open discussion on fund rais ing.  Part ic ipants  
were encouraged to share some of  their  c lub’s  best  
fundrais ing ideas with the group.  The Kansas distr ict  
foundation awards were presented as part  of  the evening 
banquet .  

The evening concluded with a  l ively  Lip Sync Batt le  hosted 
by Garrett  Hi l l  and his  mother  Charlu Hi l l ,  the fun and 
entertainment  coordinators  for  the WEMO distr ict .  A  fun 
t ime was had both by the part ic ipants  and the audience.  
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Second Quarter Meeting Highlights

WEMO and KS District Governors,  
Governor-elects, Secretaries, Treasurers, 
and spouses joined Middle America Vice 
President Julie Robison for a fun evening 

meal at Zarda’s Barbecue Restaurant. 

Trail Life Troop 1613 presented and
 posted the Colors at the start of 

Saturday’s activities. 

S ixteen past  governors  of  the WEMO and Kansas 
Distr icts  joined Middle America Vice President  
Jul ie  Robison for  breakfast  Saturday morning.  

 
 

Lip Sync Battle willing contestants. Two featured participants 
included WEMO Optimist Theresa Evans, aka Joan Jett, and Middle 

America Vice President Julie Robison, aka Tina Turner.



At the joint second quarter district meeting held February 24 – 25 in Overland Park, the West 
Missouri and Kansas Optimist Districts came together to collect food and cash donations for 
Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas. Requested items included canned fruits and vegetables, 
pancake mixes, canned tuna and meat, hot instant oatmeal, and powdered milk. The coordinator 
of the event was Jacob Swisher, president of the Lenexa club. A total of eight boxes and $350.00 
in cash were collected during the meeting. A thank you goes to both Jacob and all the Optimists 
in both districts who contributed food items or cash donations.
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Supporting Catholic Charities of 

Northeast Kansas

Middle America Vice President Julie 
Robison poses with Governor Doug 

Jardine and Governor-elect Judy Morris 
following the Kansas District Board of 

Directors’ meeting Saturday morning of 
the 2nd Quarter Meeting. 



As I  have traveled throughout the State of  Kansas and vis i ted Optimist  c lubs,  several
things are very obvious.

1.  We have a strong group of  individuals  that  are passionate about  providing
opportunit ies  for  the youth of  our  communit ies .
2.  L i teral ly  hundreds of  projects  and events  are being promoted and carr ied out  to meet
the needs of  the youth of  our  communit ies .
3.  The pandemic has brought  about  many new chal lenges for  everyone,  including our
youth and our  clubs.

Whether  your  club is  in  an area with a  large populat ion,  a  smal l  populat ion,  or  somewhere
in the middle,  a l l  of  us  need to seek and f ind new members.  The facts  are,  we have
recruited 35 new members thus far  dur ing our  2022/23 year .  The facts  are,  we have lost
66 members during that  t ime.  Just  a  s ide note,  in  looking at  the reason for  a  member
dropping their  membership –  some have moved,  some have passed away,  some haven’t
paid their  dues,  but  the major i ty  are l isted as loss of  interest .  An interest ing category,  but
dif f icult  to  assess.

I  was told by one individual  that  “Our  club is  just  the r ight  s ize.  We l ike each other ,  we do
the same projects  each year ,  and everyone knows their  job and they do i t .  So why would
we want  new members?”  The real i ty  is  that  T h i n g s  W i l l  C h a n g e .  I  speak f rom personal
experience when I  say that  we get  older  and discover  that  we can’t  do now,  what  we did
10,  15,  or  20 years  ago.  But  there are other  reasons for  gett ing new members.  They br ing
a f reshness,  a  v i tal i ty  that  al l  of  us  once had.  They br ing new ideas for  projects  and may
have youth that  would part ic ipate.  They may br ing other  new prospects  f rom their  c i rcle
of  f r iends.

Yes,  f r iends.  Our  Kansas Distr ict  is  ful l  
of  c lubs that  are successful ly  serving 
their  communit ies  and youth and in a  very 
s ignif icant  way.  These clubs are al l  bui l t ,  
and grow through relat ionships.  An 
individual  usual ly  comes to a  meeting 
because they are invited by a  member 
that  they know and respect  as  a  
f r iend.  Our  membership grows because of  
our  relat ionship with others .  I t  could be 
your  next-door  neighbor,  a  co-worker ,  a  
col lege f r iend,  a  person that  attends the 
same church,  or  a  person you play golf ,  
tennis ,  f ish,  or  some other  act iv i ty  with.

KANSAS OPTIMIST MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
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So,  I  have one request  to  ask of  you,  and your  Kansas Distr ict  Optimist  Club.  That  is ,  T O
H A V E  A T  L E A S T  O N E  M E M B E R S H I P  E V E N T ,  D R I V E ,  O R  M O N T H  B E T W E E N  N O W  A N D
S E P T E M B E R  1 5 .  You could select  one of  your  projects  (pancake feed,  a  youth day,  etc. )  a
special  day such as 4th of  July ,  Memorial  Day,  etc.  to  plan a  NOW program.  Or  your  club
could select  a  month where you emphasize br inging a guest  (potent ial  member)  to  a
meeting (s) .  

As an example,  let ’s  take the month of  June.  Your  club meets  every Tuesday morning.  We
might  recognize the member that  br ings a  guest  by giving the member a  pen,  or  some
other  token of  appreciat ion.  You could add an addit ional  incentive.  I f  the guest  you br ing
joins the club,  the member that  invites  them gets  a  reserved parking space (closest  to  the
door of  the meeting place)  for  an upcoming meeting,  or  event .  Let ’s  make this  FUN.

I  wi l l  recognize every club that  hosts  a  membership event  or  month at  our  1st  Quarter
Distr ict  meeting of  2023/24.  I  encourage you to make this  fun and interest ing for  c lub
members.  Recognit ion wi l l  be determined by the number of  NEW members brought  in
from Apri l  1 ,  2023 through September 15,  2023.

Please let  me know when you host  a  membership event  or  month.  I t  is  not  necessary to let
me know about  your  new members.  I  wi l l  get  that  report  f rom Optimist  Internat ional .  My
goal  is  that  every club wi l l  receive at  least  3  new members in  this  contest .  The club that
receives the most  new members during this  t ime wi l l  receive a  GRAND PRIZE.  I  am not
sure what  that  pr ize wi l l  be at  this  t ime.  However ,  I  wi l l  assure i t  wi l l  be fun.  Please
contact  me i f  you have any quest ions,  and let ’s  start  planning to attract  new members.
After  a l l ,  the REAL winners  of  this  campaign wi l l  be the youth of  our  communit ies .  My
email  is :  ddfox1701@yahoo.com

Optimist ical ly ,
Dale E.  Fox
Kansas Distr ict  Optimist
Membership Chair

KANSAS OPTIMIST MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
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The Derby Optimist  Club enjoyed a nice 
vis i t  f rom Governor  Doug Jardine at  
their  January 10th meeting.  The 
members and guests  gathered at  the 
Derby Applebee's  that  night  in  
conjunct ion with the club's  
col laborat ion with Applebee's  
"Together  We Care Tuesdays"  
fundrais ing program.

Derby Optimist "TOGETHER WE CARE"
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Through February,  overal l  giv ing is  down signif icantly  across the OI  spectrum.  However ,  
Kansas is  a  f ine example of  the spir i t  of  Optimism!  At  our  recent  2nd quarter  Conference,  
we drew $106 dol lars  in  cash purchases at  the s i lent  auct ion,  about  a  dozen new dime a 
days,  one Women's  phi lanthropical  counci l  members,  a  benefactor  contr ibut ion,  and two 
signif icant  "big t icket"  auct ion i tems.  

A book tel l ing the story of  the f i rst  100 years  of  Optimism,  wri t ten by past  Governor  and 
Internat ional  President  David Bruns,  brought  a  $500 bid by western Missouri  Governor  
elect  David Gower.  Especial ly  touching was a  $300 bid for  the beauti ful  wooden engraving 
of  the Optimist  Creed handcrafted by Topeka Sunrise member Charles Gal l igher!  The Creed 
had or iginal ly  been bought at  auct ion by former Governor  Charles Mansf ield and at  his  
passing,  the family  returned i t  to  the Kansas Distr ict  for  re-sale to benef i t  the Foundation.

As of  this  report ,  Kansas st i l l  leads Optimist  Internat ional 's  Dime A Day contr ibut ions at  94 
(our  goal  is  171) .  We stand in 8th place overal l  in  unrestr icted donations and also 8th in  
dol lars  per  member at  $8.32.

Some i tems I  want  to emphasize with future mai lers  are the Veterans Memorial  and the 
Women's  Phi lanthropical  Counci l  (which helps support  the Orator ical  scholarships) .  Watch 
for  those and please distr ibute copies to your  fel low members.

Thanks everyone for  your  support !
Jim Morr is ,  DFR

OPTIMIST DISTRICT

FOUNDATION NEWS



Benefit Dance

Bar snacks and cash bar will be available.

American Legion • 410 E. Dennis Ave, Olathe, KS 66061

Adult - $15 • Couple - $25
Cash, credit card or check accepted at the door.

Hosted by Olathe Noon Optimist Club and the American Legion
 

Money raised will help aid and encourage the development of local youth 
mentorships, sponsorship of wholesome programs in our communities and 
enhance the well-being of our American veterans and their families.

Saturday, April 15, 2023
Doors open at 6 p.m. • Dance from 7-10 p.m.

Purchase tickets online in advance starting March 14: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/benefit-dance-tickets-533920429377 

 

Proceeds will benefit the Olathe Noon Optimist Club and the American Legion.

Band Sponsored by...

Thank you!

STS is an upbeat, light, and fun band 
which performs classic R&B, rock, 

and blues from the 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s. 
So, if you’re ready for a little dancing, or 

singing along with, or maybe just tapping 
your toes, you’re sure to enjoy STS.



Kansas District 37 – Optimist International 
3rd Quarter District Conference 

April 21 - 22, 2023 

Meeting Place:  
American Legion Post #5 

2921 W. 12th Avenue 
Emporia, KS  66801 

CONFERENCE FEES: Quantity Cost Total 
Covers the cost of room rental, conference materials and lunch $25.00 

 TOTAL Conference Fees: 

Member Name: ________________________________  Club Name: _____________________________ 

Club Number: _________________  Club or District Position: ___________________________________ 

Member Name: ________________________________  Club Name: _____________________________ 

Club Number: _________________  Club or District Position: ___________________________________ 

Spouse/Guest Name(s): _________________________________________________________________ 

Any Children Attending? Name(s) & age(s) __________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________  City, State, Zip: __________________________ 

Please note any special dietary or physical needs: ____________________________________________ 

Please check if you will be attending your FIRST District Meeting:  

Please return Registration Forms to: Kansas District Optimist 
    3908 SW 39th Terr 
   Topeka, KS  66610 

Please return this form by: April 13, 2023 
Please arrange for overnight accommodations directly with: 

Best Western 
     2836 W 18th Ave 
   Emporia, KS  66801 

620-342-9700
   Rate: $104 + taxes 

* * * IMPORTANT NOTICE! * * * IMPORTANT NOTICE! * * *
To receive this Special Optimist Rate mention Kansas District Optimist, Group #1048 reservations must be made by: 

April 14, 2023


	Celebrating over 60 years of service to Youth & North Topeka!

